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years. The study made by Dr. Chapin in New York in 1907 set such a level. Another was the budget of the New York Factory Investigating Commission in 1914. Such a standard of living corresponds approximately with that of common or unskilled labor, and is what is generally referred to as a living wage.
There has also been a tendency to recognize still another level which has been called the minimum comfort level, which is of a plane somewhat higher than that of the minimum of subsistence. Thus in the autumn of 1917 in Seattle the arbitration board in a strike of the street railway employes accepted a budget of $1,500 for a family of five. The settlement was made on the basis of a budget, drawn after considerable study, and called the minimum comfort budget.
The poverty budget at the charity level is  chiefly of concern to chanty organizations, and it is hoped that less and less attention will have to be paid to this type of budget    On the other hand, the budget at the level of the minimum of subsistence is of the utmost importance because it determines the line below which American families ought not to be allowed under any circumstances to sink.    In some localities, sufficient careful study has been made of the minimum of subsistence by various students  to   lend   considerable   confidence  to   the   accuracy   of their results.    Thus, in 1907 in New York City,  Dr.  Chapin after   a very careful study said, "An income under $800 is not enough to permit the maintenance of a normal standard.    An income of $900 or over probably permits the maintenance of a normal standard, at least as far as the physical man is concerned."    For 1914 in New York City the New York Factory Investigating Commission set a minimum-of-subsistence budget at $876.    And in 1915 the Bureau of Personal Service of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of New York City made a minimum budget estimate  for an unskilled laborer's  family in New York of $845.    These budgets therefore approximate the  minimum of  subsistence  for  New York  City before  the present great increase in the  cost  of  living,  which was  first markedly noticeable in the late summer of 1915.    If the minimum of subsistence in pre-war times was between $850 and $900 for a family of five, what is it now since the great upheaval in prices ?
A good deal of investigation has been made on the prob-